
	
  
First Church of the Nazarene 

There will be bright ideas for how to design your living room, 

bedroom, bathroom and every other room in your house. 

Plus your favorite Ice Cream and toppings of your choice.  

You provide the toppings and we provide the ice cream. 

Home Décor Ideas & Ice Cream Social 

7-9 Friday July 25th Parlor 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.	
  
Our own special presenters:  Paula Williams and Leslie Knapp 
If you have any questions, contact Gloria at 641-2139/838-3752 

Remember…Activity for July 



	
  
First Church of the Nazarene 	
  	
  Red, 	
  White, 	
  and	
  B lue…with	
  Purple 	
  Feet	
  
	
  

I 	
  grew	
  up	
  with	
  purple	
  feet…sta ined	
  from	
  always	
  being 	
  bare-­‐footed	
  and	
  walking 	
  through	
  the	
  sun 	
  r ipened	
  mulberries 	
  which 	
  constant ly 	
   fel l 	
  f rom	
  our	
  favorite	
  
tree.	
   	
  To	
  me,	
  purple	
  feet 	
  is 	
  as	
  much	
  a	
  part	
  of 	
  summer	
  as 	
   is 	
  swimming, 	
  p laying	
  on 	
  top 	
  of	
   the	
  barn, 	
  the	
  c l ing-­‐c lang 	
  of	
  horse	
  shoes, 	
  and, 	
  of	
  course…the	
  4th 	
  of 	
   July 	
  
family 	
  celebrat ion. 	
  Good	
  t imes;	
   real ly, 	
   real ly 	
  good	
  memories.	
   	
  

Th is	
  week, 	
  as	
   I	
  plan	
  the	
  2014	
  family 	
  4th 	
  act ivi t ies, 	
  a 	
  couple	
  of 	
  questions	
  entered 	
  my	
  mind. 	
  	
  Do	
  we	
  celebrate	
  the	
  day	
  in	
  a 	
  way	
  that 	
  pays 	
  tr ibute	
  to	
   i ts 	
   roots?	
   	
  Do	
  
we	
  pass 	
  on	
  the	
  story	
  of 	
  our	
  heritage	
  with 	
  honor	
  equal	
   to	
   its 	
  cost?	
   	
  As 	
   I	
  watch	
  my	
  chi ldren	
  run 	
  around	
  with 	
  bright 	
  co lored	
  sparklers ,	
  do	
   I 	
  take	
  t ime	
  to	
  tel l 	
  them	
  of 	
  
the	
  bravery	
  and	
  sacrif ice	
   this	
  ho l iday	
  represents?	
   	
  Ashamedly…no,	
   I 	
  do	
  not. 	
  

Maybe	
  what	
  we 	
  do	
   is 	
  “Rabbit 	
  trai l ing”. 	
  	
  You	
  understand	
  this 	
  concept 	
  of 	
  when	
  someone	
  starts 	
  with	
  one	
  thought	
  or	
  ass ignments 	
  but 	
  then 	
  is 	
  d istracted	
  by	
  
something 	
  s imi lar, 	
  and 	
  from	
  there	
  another	
  deviat ion ,	
  unti l 	
  the	
  beg inning	
  of 	
  the	
  thing 	
  and	
  the	
  end 	
  of	
   the	
  th ing	
  barely 	
  seem	
  related. 	
  	
  Consider	
   the	
  example	
  of 	
  
housework. 	
   	
  Have	
  you	
  ever	
  started	
  on 	
  the	
  kitchen, 	
  but 	
  in	
   i t	
  were	
   items	
  that	
  needed	
  to	
  be	
  put 	
   in 	
  the	
  laundry, 	
  so 	
  off 	
  to	
   that 	
   room	
  you	
  went. 	
   	
  Then 	
  when	
  arr iving	
   in 	
  
the	
   laundry	
   it 	
  was	
  perfectly 	
  obvious	
  that	
   fo lded	
  pi les 	
  needed	
  putting 	
  away, 	
  so	
  darting	
  here	
  and 	
  there 	
  was	
  requ ired .	
  Unti l 	
  a fter	
  2	
  to	
  3	
  hours 	
  and	
  complete	
  
exhaust ion 	
  you 	
  sat	
  down	
   in 	
  the	
   family 	
   room, 	
  only 	
  to	
  real ize	
  that 	
  what 	
  you	
  had	
  completed 	
  had	
  noth ing	
  to	
  do	
  with 	
  the	
   intention 	
  you 	
  had	
  begun.	
   	
  Al l 	
  of	
   the	
  work	
  
along	
  the	
  way	
  was	
  good…and	
  much	
  of	
   i t	
  very	
  necessary…yet 	
  somehow	
  you	
  were	
  completely 	
  of f	
   task .	
  Ho lidays…and	
  our	
  celebrat ions	
  today…seem	
  to	
  be	
  rabbit	
   trai ls .	
  

Do 	
  we	
  spend	
  any	
  time	
  pass ing	
  down	
  the	
  American	
  story	
   that	
  should	
  be	
  so	
  precious	
  to 	
  each	
  of	
  us? 	
  	
  Or,	
  do	
  we	
  take	
  our	
   freedom	
  for	
  granted	
  and	
  celebrate	
  the	
  
day	
  and	
  not 	
  the	
  cause? 	
  	
  What	
  th ings	
  could	
  we	
  do	
   in 	
  a 	
  fun 	
  family 	
  day	
  that 	
  would	
  reinforce	
  the	
  knowledge	
  of 	
  our	
  country’s	
  great	
  past? 	
  	
   I	
  put 	
  this 	
  quest ion	
  to 	
  f r iends	
  
and	
  here	
  are	
  some	
   ideas	
  

• Memories 	
  could	
  be	
  reto ld,	
  especial ly	
   f rom	
  those	
  who	
  served	
  our	
  country	
   in 	
  the	
  armed	
  forces 	
  or	
  medical 	
  support 	
  o f	
   those	
  forces	
  	
  
• A	
  d iscuss ion	
  could 	
  be	
  held 	
  rek indl ing	
  al l 	
  the	
  facts	
  and	
  dates 	
  of 	
  our	
  country’s 	
  birth,	
   lead ing	
  people,	
  and	
  sign if icant 	
  p laces	
   ( if 	
  your	
   family 	
  is 	
  a 	
  debating	
  one, 	
  

then 	
  maybe	
  you	
  should 	
  just 	
  have	
  your	
  third	
  graders 	
  make	
  a	
   listed 	
  presentat ion) 	
  
• Reenactment	
  (okay…I	
  have	
  to	
  admit 	
  that 	
  when	
  considering	
  my	
  family, 	
   th is 	
  one 	
  scares 	
  me…the	
  v is ions	
  this	
  cou ld 	
  leave	
  with 	
  our	
  young	
  ones	
  is 	
  start ling)	
  
• A	
  s ing-­‐a-­‐long	
  of	
  old 	
  patriotic 	
  and 	
  gospel 	
  hymns	
  (way-­‐far-­‐back	
  these	
  two	
  were	
  very	
  s imilar	
  and	
  that 	
  speaks	
   for	
  i tsel f )	
  
• A	
  public 	
  prayer	
  of 	
  thanksgiv ing 	
  just 	
  before	
  the	
  n ight ’s	
   fi reworks	
  beg in	
  
• Watch 	
  the	
  movie	
  “1776”	
  

	
   	
  	
   	
   	
   I 	
  honest ly	
  was	
  surprised	
  at 	
  how	
  many	
  suggest ions	
  the	
  group	
  could 	
  ratt le	
  o ff 	
  so	
  qu ickly…and	
  yet 	
  each 	
  of	
  us 	
  had 	
  to	
  
admit 	
   that 	
  we	
  usual ly 	
  do 	
  very	
   li t tle	
   to 	
  pass 	
  on	
  the	
  f lame	
  of	
  our	
  g lorious	
  history.	
   	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  So	
  this 	
  year	
  I 	
  have	
  decided	
  to	
  make	
  two	
  attempts.	
   	
  1) 	
  I 	
  am	
  going 	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  younger	
  ones	
   in 	
   the	
  group	
  my	
  
Centennia l 	
  coins 	
  and	
  tel l 	
  them	
  of 	
  that 	
  day.	
   	
   I’m	
  going	
  to	
  pass 	
  on	
  the	
  pride	
   I	
   felt 	
  being 	
  part 	
  o f	
   those	
  celebrat ions.	
   	
   I’m	
  
go ing	
  to	
  show	
  them	
  the	
  phrase	
  “ In	
  God	
  We	
  Trust” 	
  and	
  help	
  them	
  to	
  see	
  our	
  country	
  as	
  a	
   fa ithfu l	
  and	
  obedient 	
  group	
  of 	
  
Christians. 	
   	
  And	
   I’m	
  go ing	
  to	
  be	
  ready	
   for	
  their 	
  quest ions…the	
  hard	
  quest ions	
  about	
  why	
  we	
  no	
   longer	
  seem	
  to	
   f it 	
   that 	
  
descript ion. 	
  	
  And 	
  2) 	
  I ’m	
  go ing	
  to	
  tel l 	
  the	
  story	
  o f	
  my	
  Sister-­‐ in-­‐Christ	
  Brenda.	
  How	
  my	
  son	
  and	
  her	
  son	
  were	
  almost	
   the	
  
same	
  age. 	
   	
  How	
  my	
  son	
   is	
  sti l l 	
  here	
  to	
  hop	
  and	
  skip 	
  around	
  and	
  draw	
  his 	
  name	
   in 	
  the	
  air 	
   like	
  a	
  chi ld	
  with	
  a	
  glowing	
  
sparkler…and	
  her	
  son 	
  left	
   to	
  protect 	
  what 	
  America…what	
  Christendom	
  stands	
  for…and	
  h is 	
  ch i ld ish 	
  face	
  and	
  sparkler	
  
written	
  name	
  can 	
  only	
  be	
  seen 	
  in	
   the	
   fading 	
  memories 	
  or	
  her	
  heart .	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   I 	
  grew	
  up	
  with	
  a	
  sta in 	
  on	
  my	
  feet	
   that	
  was	
  a lmost	
   impossib le	
   to	
  remove.	
   	
  Likewise	
  I 	
  want 	
  to 	
  stain	
  the	
  thoughts 	
  o f	
  
the	
  next	
  generat ion. 	
  	
   I 	
  want 	
  them	
  to 	
  see	
  the	
  heritage	
  of 	
  Christ ianity	
   in	
   the	
  early 	
  development	
  of 	
   th is 	
  country. 	
  	
   I 	
  want 	
  
them	
  to 	
  understand	
  who	
  the	
  great 	
  patriots 	
  were	
  and	
  why	
  they	
  had	
  the	
  strength	
  to 	
  stand	
  so 	
  strong.	
   	
   I	
  want	
  them	
  to	
  see	
  
the	
  val id ity 	
  and	
  moral 	
  va lues 	
  in	
   the	
  acts 	
  and	
   laws	
  of 	
  our	
  young	
  nation…so	
  that 	
  they	
  can 	
  see	
   for 	
  themselves 	
   the	
  
nonsense	
  of 	
  their 	
  pol i t ical 	
   futures.	
   	
  Yep! 	
  I t’ s 	
  decided. 	
  	
  Th is 	
  year	
  our	
   family’s	
  4th 	
  of 	
   July 	
  wi l l	
   inc lude	
  some	
  serious	
  
sta ining. 	
  

	
  
Rhonda	
  Loucks	
  

	
  


