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I ’ m  an  a vi d  ga rd en e r .   Ok ay ,  m ay b e  n o t  a vi d  b ec au s e  h o ne st l y  I ’ m no t  ev en  s u re  wh a t  t ha t  wo u l d  en t a i l .   
B u t ,  I  d o  l o v e  g a r de ni ng ,  an d,  f or  t h e  mo s t  p a r t ,  I  am  p re t t y  pr of i c i e nt  a t  i t .   I  t h i n k I  l ov e  ev e ry  si ng l e  pa r t  
o f  ga rd en i ng ,  ex cep t  ma yb e  t he  b u gs … b u t ,  t ha t  i s  t he  f av or i t e  pa r t  fo r  s om e  of  m y  k i ds .   F ro m t u rn i n g t he  
s o i l  t o  p l an t i n g  t h e  se ed s ,  t o  wa t e r i n g  an d  p ul l i ng  t he  wee ds ;  g a rd en i n g i s  wo n d e r f ul l y  s a t i s fy i n g .   B ut  t h e re  
i s  n o t h i ng  m o re  s a t i s f y i ng  t o  me  i n  t h e  ga r d en  t h an  s m e l l i n g  t h e  sw ee t  s cen t  o f  t h e  r i p en ed  f ru i t s  a t  h a r ves t .  
W h a t  a  l i f e -cy c l e .   W ha t  a  Go d -cy c l e .    
 
To m at o es  e s pe c i a l l y  a re  m y fa vo r i t e  t h i n g s t o  g ro w .  Th i s ,  p ro b abl y ,  h a s  s o m e t h i ng  t o  do  w i t h  ho w mu ch  I  

l i k e  t he  t a s t e  o f  t he  f ru i t s  a nd  a l s o  ho w ve rs a t i l e  t hey  a re  i n  m y  k i t ch en .   I t  a l s o  h as  s om e t h i n g t o  d o w i t h  
t h e  f ac t  t h a t  my  f am i l y  l o v es  t o  m ak e  s a l s a .   O ur  s u n r i p en ed  t om a t o es  an d f r e s h  g ro wn  p ep pe rs  m ak e  a  
c r i s p ,  f re sh ,  r i gh t - f r o m -t h e - g a rd en  sa l s a  t h a t  h as  a  re pu t a t i on .   T he  f ru i t s  o f  ou r  p l an t s  a re  t e l l - t a l e  o f  t h e  
t i m e ,  en e r gy ,  an d  l o ve  t h a t  we  po u r  i n t o  t ha t  s i l l y  p a t c h  o f  d i r t .   B u t ,  t ha t ’ s  n o t  w ha t  we  a r e  h e r e  t o  d i s cus s .  
In  fac t ,  “ t h e  f ru i t s ”  i s  a  wh ol e  o t h e r  t o pi c .   To d ay ,  wh i l e  i n  t h e  t om a t o  s e c t i o n of  t h e  g a rd en ,  t h e  L or d  
s h ow ed  m e  s o m e t h i ng .   A nd  t h a t  s om e t hi n g  i s  w ha t  I  wa nt  t o  s h a re  w i t h  yo u .   My  f o cu s  i s  t h e  p l an t  i t s e l f .  

 
I s  t h e  t o m a t o  p l an t  a  v i n e  o r  a  bu s h ?   Ho ne st l y ,  I  d on ’ t  ca re .   

Th e r e  a re  m an y,  m an y v a r i e t i e s  of  t o m a t o es .   A n d ,  i n  my  
g a rd en  t he  p l an t s  ca n gr o w p r e t t y  m uc h t h e  w ay t h ey  d es i r e  a s  
l o ng  a s  ea ch  p ro d uc es  f ru i t  a nd  t ha t  f ru i t  t h en  r i p en s  i n  t h e  
s u n.   T h e  s u n  i s  t he  o nl y  t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  br i n g t h e  f ru i t  t o  t ha t  
ex t r eme  t a st e  o f  p a l a t a bl e  p l ea s u re … wh i ch  i s ,  o f  co ur s e ,  ou r  
g oa l .   A t  t h a t  p o i nt ,  i t  c a n  ca l l  i t s e l f  wh a t eve r  i t  l i k e s .   S om e  
p l an t  v a r i e t i e s g ro w  s l o w  an d s om e  mu ch  m o re  q ui c kl y .   S om e  
b l oo m  m o re  an d s om e  l e s s .   An d  s o me  p ro d uc e  l a rg e r  f ru i t  t h an  

o t he rs .   B u t ,  t h e  p e r cen t ag e  of  f ru i t  t ha t  ea ch  p l an t  b ea r s  t o  
r i pe ne d ha rv es t  i s  co mp l e t e l y  d ep en de nt  o n ho w we l l  t h e  b ra nc he s  g ro w.   
 

Th e  b es t  wa y t o  s u pp o r t  a  b r an ch i s  t o  b i n d  i t  fo r  a  s h o r t  wh i l e .  Th e  br an ch ,  fed  by  t h e  ro o t s ,  c on t i n u es  t o  
g ro w  an d be co mes  s t ro n ge r .   A nd  a l t h ou g h t he  b ra nc h i s  s t u ck  i n  t h a t  po s i t i o n  fo r  a  t i m e ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  h ea l t hy .   
H o w e ve r ,  w h en  a  br an ch  i s  s ecu re d i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  fo r  t o o  l o ng ,  t h e  b ra nc h gr o w s  i n  a  m os t  pe cu l i a r  w a y.  
W h en i t  i nc rea s es  i n  l e ng t h ,  bu t  can no t  mo v e  b ey o nd  t he  s t r i ng  o r  o t he r  mea ns  t h a t  h a s  su p p or t ed  i t ,  a l o op  

o f  s t em  b eg i ns  t o  fo r m an d gr o w b eh i n d t h e  s t r i ng  t ha t  o f f e r s  i t  t em po ra ry  s ec ur i t y .   As  t h i s  l o op  i n c r eas e s  
i n  s i ze ,  t he  s t em  b ec om es  de fo rm ed .   I t  s eem s  t o  be  i n  co n s t an t  s t r u gg l e  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  s o u rce  t h a t  b i n d s  i t  
an d  t h e  so u rc e  t h a t  fe ed s i t ;  t w i s t i n g an d  t u rn i n g an d p ul l i ng  a ga i ns t  i t s  o wn  g ro wt h.   I f  t h e  g a r de ne r  do es  
n ot  c l i p  t he  s t r i ng ,  re l ea s i n g t h e  b r an ch,  t h en  i ne vi t a bl y  t he  b ran ch  w i l l  col l ap s e  o n  i t s  own  we i g h t .   
B en d i ng  a nd  c r i m p i ng ,  t h e  l i fe  w i l l  be  s t i f l ed  f ro m  i t s  f ru i t .   Th e  f ru i t  w i l l  dr y  u p,  r o t ,  an d  t h en  p e r i s h  
co m pl e t e l y .   T he  b ran ch  s t o p s  p ro d uc i ng  b l o o ms  an d of t en  w i l l  w i t he r  an d di e  i t s e l f… l e av i n g a  t a ng l ed  mes s  
o f  de ad ,  b r i t t l e  s t em s an d l ea ve s fo r  t h e  p l an t  an d t he  g a r de ne r  t o  de a l  w i t h .  
 
In  ou r  s pi r i t u a l  l i v e s ,  ho w a re  we  b ou nd ?  Hav e  we  ne ed ed t h e  s u p po r t  o f  s om e  mea ns ,  b u t  a r e  n o w rea dy  t o  
b e  r e l e a s ed … b ut  a r e  t o o  a f ra i d?   Or ,  a r e  we  st i l l  b o un d  b y o ne  t h rea d t h a t  i s  cau s i n g us  t o  l o op  a ro u nd  i n  
t w i s t e d  f r u st ra t i o n ?   A t  wh a t  p o i n t  i n  t h i s  t hw ar t e d  an d u n- n a t u ra l  g ro wt h  w i l l  we ,  w i l l  y ou ,  a l l o w  t h e  
G a rd en e r  t o  c l i p  t he  s t r i ng s  t h a t  a r e  h o l d i ng  y o u b ack ?  A re  y ou  h an g i n g on t o  t h e  s t r i n g  t h a t  on ce  s u pp o r t ed  
y ou ,  b ut  no w j u st  d e fo r ms  yo u ?   Ar e  y o u be gi n n i n g t o  fe e l  t h e  l ac k of  s p i r i t ua l  n ut r i t i o n ?  A re  y ou r  b l oo m s  
w i t h e r i n g?   I s  y o ur  f r u i t  d eh y dr a t i n g ?   Or ,  h as  y o u r  b r an ch  j u s t  s n ap pe d f r om  y o u r  o wn  w e i g h t  an d  y ou r  
s t ru g g l e  w i t h  t h e  s t r i n g?  
 
Th i s  sp r i ng ,  i s  i t  t i m e  t o  a s k  t h e  G ard en e r  t o  c l i p  s o me  s t r i ng s ?  Th i s  Ga rd en e r  ca nn o t  o nl y  f r ee  yo u r  
b ran ch es  an d nu r t ur e  yo u r  gr ow t h;  He  can  st r a i g ht e n t h e  d e f or m ed ,  h ea l  t h e  br ok en ,  an d  re s t or e  a l l  t ha t  i s  
w i t h e r ed .   H e  w i l l  s t r e t ch  y o u ou t  an d w ra p yo u r  c r i mp ed  w ou n ds  an d s up p or t  y o u a s  y o u m en d.   A nd ,  w h en  
y ou r  b l oo m s  t u rn  t o  s uc cul en t  f ru i t  t h a t  r i p en  i n  H i s  l i gh t ,  He  w i l l  i n ha l e  t h e i r  f ra gr an t  a ro m a  w i t h  a  dee p 
b rea t h … an d s mi l e .  

Easter&

This&season&of&our&year&reminds&me&that&our&Lord&ascended&and&went&back&to&
his&primal&glory&but&He&does&not&go&back&simply&as&the&Son&of&God,&He&goes&
back&as&Son&of&Man&AND&Son&of&God.&&There&is&now&freedom&for&us&to&go&

straight&to&the&throne&of&God.&&As&
Son&of&Man&Jesus&deliberately&
limited&omnipotence,&
omnipresence&and&omniscience&
in&Himself.&&Now&they&are&His&in&
absolute&full&power.&&As&Son&of&
Man&Jesus&Christ&has&all&Power&at&
the&throne&of&God.&&We&are&
children&of&the&King&and&we&now&
can&approach&the&throne&with&
boldness.&&We&are&so&blessed&to&
be&joint&heirs&with&all&that&Jesus&
has&provided.&&He&is&so&good&to&
us.&&He&is&our&King&of&Kings&and&
Lord&of&Lords&and&I&am&so&
thankful&to&be&His&child&alongL
side&you.&

Vickie&

April&Issue&

2014&

Women’s(Ministry(



 &

Stuff&You&
Might&
Enjoy&

April 23rd 
 
Wichita Country Club 8501 E. 13th 11:30 – 1:15 pm,  
East Wichita Christian Women’s Connection 
There will be a special Feature, a special Speaker,  and special Music 
For reservations:  Call Ladean 682-1495. The cost is $14.00 which includes  
your meal. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
There will be no monthly Women’s Outing for April.  Easter is such a busy time  
that we have chosen to leave it open for each woman to celebrate it however  
she chooses.  We will begin again in June.  More details will follow.   
BEWARE!!!  FUN TIMES ARE AHEAD !!! 

In the Czech Republic and Slovakia, a tradition of spanking or 
whipping is carried out on Easter Monday. In the morning, men 
spank women with a special handmade whip called a pomlázka 
(in Czech) or korbáč (in Slovak), or, in eastern Moravia and 
Slovakia, throw cold water on them. The pomlázka/korbáč consists 
of eight, twelve or even twenty-four withies (willow rods), is usually 
from half a meter to two meters long and decorated with coloured 
ribbons at the end. The spanking is not painful or intended to 
cause suffering. A legend says that women should be spanked 
with a whip in order to keep their health and beauty during the 
whole next year. 

An additional purpose can be for men to exhibit their attraction 
To women;  unvisited women can even feel offended. 
Traditionally, the spanked woman gives a coloured egg and 
sometimes a small amount of money to the man as a sign of 
her thanks. In some regions, the women can get revenge in the 
afternoon or the following day when they can pour a bucket of 
cold water on any man. The habit slightly varies across 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic. A similar tradition existed in 
Poland (where it is called Dyngus Day), but it is now little more 
than an all-day water fight. 
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